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ATTORNEY AT FLAW

Bogus Bx. ‘lawyer’
bilked 350G: suit

By AL GUART
and SAM SMITH

A Bronx woman imper-
sonated a lawyer, charged
legal fees and is still hold-
ing thousands of dollars
from the sale of an apart-
ment building, according to
a lawsuit.

The suit claims Latrice
Grant, who works out of a
back-alley office in the
Soundview section of The
Bronx, pretended to be a
lawyer to bilk both parties
in the $350,000 sale of a
four-apartment building on
Overing Street in The
Bronx.

Grant is listed as an attor-
ney on the contract of sale,
on the title documents and
on checks related to the
deal — but state records
show she is not a lawyer.

The seller of the building,
Eliza Velez, filed the suit
against Grant in Bronx Su-
preme Court on Friday.

Velez said she was
charged $1.500 in legal fees
by Grant and has been un-
able to retrieve a $70,000
down payment from the
buyer that Grant is holding.

A $40,000 check Grant
sent for a portion of the
down payment bounced,
Velez's lawyer said.

It was written from a
Fleet Bank account called

“Destiny Services, Inc. op- .

erati account” — al-

g money handled by
lawyers in real estate deals
is required by law to be de-
posited into an escrow ac-
count.

A lawyer for the buyer
said his client, who
asked not to be named, has
been unable to get $1500
that Velez gave to Grant to
put in escrow to cover re-
pairs needed in the build-
ing, a condition of the sale.

The suit also charges it
was not the first time Grant
has posed as a lawyer in a
real estate deal.

Representatives from the
Judicial Title Company said
they had done “numerous
closings” with Grant as an
attorney, according to the
suit. “They always knew

her as an attorney based
upon her representations,”
the suit says.

Grant told The Post the
suit’s allegations are false.

“I'm interested in going to
law school,” she said, “but I
never told anybody 1 was
an attorney. It could have
been a miscommunication.”

What was communicated,
said Velez's attorney, Susan
Chana Lask, is that Grant
told her client she was an
attorney, wrote up con-
tracts that stated she was an
attorney and even had busi-
ness cards stating her bogus
profession.

“It’s hard enough placing
your frust in an attorney,
but being victimized by a
fraud like Latrice Grant is
devastating,” Lask said.

Jacob Rollings, an attor-
ney who represented the
buyer of the building, said,

“Throughout the whole
transaction, I believed she
was a lawyer.”

In retrospect, Rollings
said, he should have known
Grant was not a lawyer in
light of several unusual re-
quests she made — plus her
apparent lack of under-
standing of the law.

He said Grant asked if she
could take out $10,000 of
his client’s down payment
prior to closing because
Velez wanted the money
for a trip to Spain — a re-
quest Velez said she never
made.

When Rollings informed
Grant it would be illegal to
touch the money at that
stage of the transaction, he
said she called his client di-
rectly asking for the cash.
She was turned down again.

Rollings said he also had
to explain to Grant a court
order requiring that she put
Velez's money in escrow.

Finally, when it was time
for the closing, Grant told
Rollings she couldn't make
it because she was repre-
senting her brother in
court. She sent an associate
named “Angela,” who also
claimed to be a lawyer,
according to the suit.

Fast-mlldng Latrice Grant (right)
denies she's posed as an attorney,
even though legal documents (below)
list her as one. Eliza Velez (right,
above), with her lawyer Susan Lask,
has sued, claiming Grant duped her —
and charged her $1,500 in legal fees.
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